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PARTNERSHIP FOR LIFE TO CREATE BALTIMORE’S FIRST-EVER 

LIVING RED RIBBON IN FALL 2010
Three Baltimore Non-profits Join Forces to Bring Awareness of HIV/AIDS

Baltimore, MD- A few thousand people, wearing special red t-shirts, are expected to gather at the Inner Harbor to form Baltimore’s first-ever “living” red ribbon, possibly to enter into the Guinness Book of World Records.  B’MORE AWARE OF HIV: The Living Red Ribbon  is set to take place on Saturday, October 9, 2010 at Rash Field from 9 a.m.- 12 noon and will include HIV testing, live music, educational booths and refreshments.  Sponsored by The Partnership for Life, the event was created as a way in which to increase awareness of HIV and its effects on the community.  The Partnership for Life is a unique coalition of three Baltimore non-profits already serving the HIV communities...they include AIRS (housing), Moveable Feast (food) and Chase Brexton Health Services (health care).  
“What many people don’t realize is that Baltimore is ranked 5th in the nation for new AIDS cases which is a troubling statistic and one we want to change!  By bringing three organizations together to generate awareness of this problem, we are able to utilize all of our areas of expertise and connections to really make a difference,” said F.T. Burden, President, AIRS.  

The event signifies the kick-off of a yearlong campaign, B’MORE AWARE OF HIV, which will involve The Partnership of Life finding additional ways in which to address broader audiences and continue the conversation about this important, and often overlooked, topic.
The Partnership for Life began in the summer of 2008 when the executive leadership of AIRS, Moveable Feast and Chase Brexton Health Services began meeting to discuss how best to maintain a community-based education and awareness initiative. The three organizations felt they had a responsibility to the community, and certainly to those impacted by HIV, to combine their history, success, respect, resources, talents and skills to continue to promote awareness and education of HIV in the community through an ongoing campaign.

“Our organization has been providing food to those who live with HIV for many years with great success and we have always found ways to partner with other organizations to help our clients.  However, like our partners in this venture, we are concerned that many people have forgotten how important this health care issue continues to be and that it needs to be addressed, “said Tom Bonderenko, Executive Director, Moveable Feast.
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According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the Baltimore/Towson Metropolitan area ranks 5th in national for new AIDS cases and 12,000 people in Baltimore City are living with HIV.  Of the people living with HIV, 62.6 % are male, 37.3% are female; 86.2% are African American, 11.3 % are Caucasian and 2.5% are other. In addition, one in nine African American men between the ages of 40-49 have HIV in Baltimore City and the number only reflects those who have been verified.
Chase Brexton Health Servicers is a provider of patient-centered interdisciplinary health care for a diverse community including those individuals who are gay, lesbian and transgender as well as those infected by HIV, among others who face barriers accessing quality health care.  “We deal with the HIV community everyday and are always looking for opportunities to improve their quality of life through referrals and resources.  We welcome the opportunity to partner with similar organizations to draw attention to a health risk that continues to permeate our population.  It is important for the health care community to be better educated and it is equally important for our youth,” said David Shippee, CEO, Chase Brexton Health Services. 
ABOUT AIRS: AIRS is a 501C-3 and was founded in 1987 by the Central Maryland Ecumenical Council as the faith community's response to the AIDS epidemic. The first Don Miller House, which opened in 1988, served four men with end-stage AIDS. Through strategic planning, community support, and a focus on self-sufficiency, AIRS has expanded its programs to provide housing and vital supportive services to the most vulnerable populations throughout Baltimore City and County.  Programs target homeless individuals, families, youth, ex-offenders and other marginalized individuals. They include subsidized housing, access to healthcare, job training and placement and other needed supports for individuals and families living with HIV/AIDS. For more information, please log onto www.airshome.org.

ABOUT Moveable Feast: Moveable Feast is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization that provides life-sustaining nutrition at no charge to people living with HIV/AIDS, breast cancer and other life-threatening conditions throughout Greater Baltimore and Maryland’s Eastern Shore.  We also offer nutritional counseling, culinary skills training, transportation support and other services to help our clients heal and grow. 

ABOUT Chase Brexton Health Services: Chase Brexton Health Services provides a full range of services, including adult medicine and pediatrics, dental services, mental health services, substance abuse services, HIV medical care and consultation, HIV counseling, testing and referral services, women’s health services, an in-house pharmacy, nutritional assessments and counseling, an STD clinic, and case management and outreach, as well as sub-specialty consultations in dermatology, infectious diseases, psychiatry, and podiatry.
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